
osé Maria Gil-Robles died on 14 February 2023. 
He was 87 years old. And a great European. We loved 
him for his kindness, for his humanism. He was our 

Open World, 
Regards croisés
He and Philippe Herzog entered the Parliament at the 

 
Maria Gil-Robles was President of the Parliament from 
1997 to 1999. These years were marked by a broader 

involvement of European civil society actors in European 

and open up to Europe and the world.
José Maria Gil-Robles was a lawyer, he held the Jean Monnet 
Chair at the University of Madrid and was a member of the 
Royal Academy of Economic and Financial Sciences of Spain. 

-
ded Bronislaw Geremek and Henri Rieben as President of 

•In a moving tribute, Gilles Grin, Director of the Jean Monnet 
 
 

those involved in its work had the privilege and joy of 

• 
with warmth and sadness: “President Gil-Robles was one 
of the great European humanists.

I was lucky enough to know him, and he became a friend. 
I will never forget his support when, as a member of the 

-

 

the EPP vote, would never have been adopted. Although his 
boldest proposals were not subsequently implemented by 

 

enlargement, and we invited President Gil-Robles to give a 
 

showed interest in our work, even very recently following 

Pour un nouveau discours de la méthode.”
There was never a shadow of sectarianism in Gil-Robles, 
only concern for unity in diversity, faithful to the spirit of 

 
responsible.”

We were proud to be his friends. And in a Europe and world 
plagued by so much doubt and violence, it is important 
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José Maria Gil-Robles 
our companion and friend has passed away
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